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Blooming into a new year, January represents the freedom of
expressing our future beyond the oblivion of those who dream with

eyes closed.



It is a time to reevaluate what we truly want, what we need to heal,
and what is necessary from our outlook to continue into our lives. 

We've reflected on our past. Now is the time of realistic action!



In this Issue, JISTimes captures the truth of each writer's style from
soul photography into the essence of coffee delights, and with that, we
seek that our readers see January as not only a month of goals but a

month of inner peace and peaking creativity.



You are not limited to the goals you set , You are the determination
that does not seize: embrace your patience, liberate all your "I wish"

into realities.
- With ecstatic ambitions into 2022

By Layan Alharbi 
12A-GS



     “ W h a t ' s  i n  a  n a m e ?  T h a t  w h i c h  w e  c a l l  a  r o s e  b y  a n y  o t h e r  n a m e
w o u l d  s m e l l  j u s t  a s  s w e e t . ”  W i l l i a m  S h a k e s p e a r e
   
   I  h a v e  t o  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  S h a k e s p e a r e  b e c a u s e  w h e n e v e r  s o m e o n e
m i s p r o n o u n c e s  m y  n a m e ,  I  c r i n g e  a n d  b e g i n  t o  c o n s i d e r  h o w  t o  a n d  i f  I
w i l l  c o r r e c t  t h e m . I  u s u a l l y  d o n ’ t  c o r r e c t  p e o p l e  b u t  q u i c k l y  r e g r e t  i
d i d n ’ t  d o  s o ,  B y  t h e n  i t ’ s  a l r e a d y  t o o  l a t e .  S o  w h o  i s  t o  b l a m e  h e r e ?
m y s e l f  f o r  n o t  c o r r e c t i n g  t h e m  w h e n  I  h a d  t h e  c h a n c e  ,  o r  t h e m  f o r  n o t
c o r r e c t l y  p r o n o u n c i n g  m y  n a m e ?
  
   L i v i n g  i n  a n  A r a b  c o u n t r y ,  i t  n e v e r  m a d e  s e n s e  w h y  s o m e  p e o p l e  f i n d
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r o n o u n c i n g  m y  n a m e ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i t ’ s  a n  A r a b i c  w o r d .  M y
n a m e ,  F a i d a ,  w h i c h  t r a n s l a t e s  t o  b e n e f i t .
H o w e v e r , I n  n o n - A r a b  c o u n t r i e s ,  I  u n d e r s t a n d  w h y  p e o p l e  m i g h t  f i n d
d i f f i c u l t y  i n  p r o n o u n c i n g  A r a b i c  n a m e s  t h e y  a r e n ’ t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h .  O n e
s u m m e r  i n  C a n a d a ,  I  r e c a l l  t a k i n g  a  c o u p l e  o f  s w i m m i n g  l e s s o n s  w i t h  m y
c o u s i n .  B o t h  o f  o u r  n a m e s  w e r e  u n p r o n o u n c e a b l e  f o r  t h e  t w o
i n s t r u c t o r s ,  s o  t h e y  q u e s t i o n e d  o u r  n i c k n a m e s  i n s t e a d .

   S o m e t i m e s  i t  c a n  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o n o u n c e  t h e  n a m e  o f  a  p e r s o n  w h o
h a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e  o r  l a n g u a g e  t h a n  y o u r  o w n .  A n  I t a l i a n  p e r s o n
m i g h t  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o n o u n c e  a  T h a i  p e r s o n ’ s  n a m e  a n d  v i c e
v e r s a .  N e i t h e r  p e r s o n  s h o u l d  b e  b l a m e d  f o r  t h e s e  b l u n d e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,
t h e y  m u s t  a t  l e a s t  t r y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e a c h  o t h e r ' s
n a m e  a n d  p u t  i n  a  f a i r  e f f o r t  t o  p r o p e r l y  p r o n o u n c e  t h e m ,  u l t i m a t e l y
s h o w i n g  r e s p e c t .  I  d o  n o t  b l a m e  p e o p l e  f o r  m i s p r o n o u n c i n g  m y  n a m e ,  b u t
I  d o  b l a m e  t h e m  w h e n  i t  s e e m s  l i k e  t h e y  d o n ’ t  m a k e  a n  e f f o r t  t o
p r o p e r l y  l e a r n  i t .

   I t  s h o u l d  b e  a  m u s t  t o  l e a r n  t h e  n a m e s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  y o u  c o m e  a c r o s s
s i n c e  i t  i s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  y o u  c a n  r e f e r  t o  t h e m .  G o i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e
q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  s c e n a r i o  m e n t i o n e d ,  w h o  i s  t o  b l a m e ?  M y s e l f  f o r
n o t  c o r r e c t i n g  o r  t h e  p e o p l e  f o r  m i s p r o n o u n c i n g  m y  n a m e ?  W e l l ,  b o t h .
O n e  s h o u l d n ’ t  h e s i t a t e  t o  c o r r e c t  p e o p l e  w h e n  t h e y  m i s p r o n o u n c e  a
n a m e .  T h e y  s h o u l d n ’ t  b e  s o  c a r e l e s s  n o r  u n a c c e p t i n g  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o
t h e  p r o n u n c i a t i o n  o f  n a m e s .

   S o ,  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  s o m e o n e  m i s p r o n o u n c e s  y o u r  n a m e ,  d o n ' t  b e  a f r a i d
t o  c o r r e c t  t h e m ,  a n d  i f  y o u ' r e  n o t  s u r e  h o w  t o  s a y  s o m e o n e ' s  n a m e ,  a s k
t h e m  h o w  t h e y  p r o n o u n c e  i t ;  t h e y ' l l  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .

W H A T ' S  I N  A  N A M E
B Y  F A I D A  S H E H A D E H  1 0 B - G S



J a n u a r y  0 6 ,  2 0 2 2

T o  M a d e l e i n e ,

I ' v e  a l w a y s  w a n t e d  t o  m e e t  y o u  a l l  m y  l i f e  b u t  n e v e r  g o t
t h e  c h a n c e ,  t h o u g h  w e l l ,  i t ' s  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  y o u ' r e  n o t
a r o u n d  a n y m o r e .  F r o m  y o u r  r e c i p e s  t o  s t o r i e s  a b o u t
y o u r s e l f ,  I  f i n d  u s  q u i t e  s i m i l a r ,  m a y b e  n o t  i n  m o s t  w a y s
b u t  e n o u g h .  D a d  d e s c r i b e d  y o u  a s  a n  e l e g a n t  l a d y .  H e  u s e d
t h e  p h r a s e  " l i k e  a  p e r s o n  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  a  f i e l d  o f
h y d r a n g e a s "  I  w a s  c o n f u s e d ,  t o  s a y  t h e  l e a s t ,  b u t
u n d e r s t o o d  i n  a  w a y .  H e  s a i d  y o u ' d  a l w a y s  w a i t  o u t  o n  t h e
p o r c h  e v e r y  d a y  w h e n  h e  g o t  b a c k  f r o m  s c h o o l ;  w h e n  I
h e a r d  t h a t ,  I  t h o u g h t ,  w h o a ,  s h e  m u s t  b e  a  k i n d h e a r t e d
p e r s o n .  Y o u  w e r e  h i s  h o m e ,  h i s  h a v e n ,  h i s  g r a n d m a ,  a n d
f o r  t h a t ,  I  t h a n k  y o u .  

L o v e  R a n i y a ,

B Y  R A N I Y A  B R O W N  1 0 A - G S

L E T T E R  T O  M A D E L E I N E



B Y   S A A D E D D I N  M E L I T I  1 1 B - B S
1 1 B - B S

     Apartment 603, it’s been months since anyone has
heard a single peep from inside the eerie flat, rumors
say that the owner has gone completely mad and has
locked himself inside there forever, nobody ever dared
to even check in on the owner to see if he was still
alive.
     Not until a strange man with a briefcase dared to
ring the doorbell, “Is anyone home?”, he asked quite
loudly, when he didn’t get an answer, he decided to
pick the lock instead.
     “Excuse me, coming in”, he opened the door holding
a camera in his hand and he walked in, the apartment
smelled musky and it was pretty obvious that whoever
was inside hadn't cleaned for a long time.
      He made his way over to the living room, on the
couch he saw a ragged man lying down, “I don’t
remember letting you in my apartment”, he mumbles
in a half-awake tone.
      “Yes, I let myself in!”, FLASH!

S O U L  P H O T O G R A P H E R

       A blinding light filled the room, the owner furiously rubbing his eyes in confusion, “Hello, my
name is Alden, as you can see, I am a totally normal photographer” explained the strange man.
       It was clear to the owner that this man was far from normal, “My name is Ryah, forget the
greetings, go photograph other things, you are breaking and entering right now”, the owner was awake
now and had fully realized what was happening.
       “I actually need your help, I’m looking for a dead soul here”.
        Ryah was completely perplexed, did he really just say that?
       “You see, I specialize in soul photography, and the rumors I’ve heard about this place interest
me, my camera has the ability to take, transfer and capture the souls of the dead”.
        What Alden was saying made no sense to Ryah, “There are no dead souls here, so you can leave”.
        “On the contrary my good friend, I think I hear small crawling noises coming from one of the
washrooms.”
        “Wait you can also hear i-”, he shut his mouth after realizing what he said. 

        “Yes, I can hear it and also see it, it seems to
be calling out for a father, would you happen to
know anything about that?”, you could hear the
sound of syllables in succession coming from the
washroom, fa- -th- -er. 
        “I know nothing”, replied Ryah.
        “Then how about we let him out of the
washroom and see what he wants?” 
        “NO PLEASE, HE’LL KILL ME”, Ryah
screamed in agony, it looked like he was
remembering something very painful. To his
complete surprise, the crawling ghost was already
in front of him, Alden had opened the washroom
door during the panic.
 FA- -TH- -ER. 



      “Ryah, it seems like you are hiding something, this child crawled over to you instantly the
second I opened the door, are you this boy’s father?”
      “PLEASE, MERCY, I DON’T WANT TO SEE HIM AGAIN”, the child crawled closer to Ryah,
“Why are you so afraid to see your child again?”
       Ryah finally accepted what was happening and confessed, “because he must hate me.”
      “Why is that”
       “I killed him, that day, I was too busy writing my first draft for a story, I didn’t know my wife
left the house. If I had paid more attention that day, maybe my son wouldn’t have fallen off the
balcony. It's my fault, I practically killed him.”
       The young ghost embraced his father, “It wasn’t your fault, please don’t take it out on
yourself.”
       Ryah was clearly confused, “Your son doesn’t hate you Ryah, he just wants you to stop blaming
yourself for the past, he wants you to live on.”
       Ryah could not say anything as he was crying, tears of joy.
      “Can I take a picture of you two?.
      “Thank you”, FLASH!
       Ryah will never forget that day, the day he accepted the past and decided to move on, taking a
step outside, he starts a new life with no regrets.



T E T A ' S  L E T T E R  T R A N S L A T E D  B Y

K A R M A  H E J A Z I  8 B - G S

O U R  F A M I L Y ' S  S O U L

        I loved reading so much to the extent that the sun would
fall asleep without me noticing; I used candlelight to read. I
suppose that later affected my ability to see, but I kept quiet
since back then children ridiculed you if you wore glasses. My
eyesight worsened to the extreme where I couldn’t see words
written on a chalkboard and that made me anxious when I had
an exam the following day. What if I couldn’t see the numbers
on the board? Instead of giving you a printed sheet with
questions, my teacher used to write the questions on the board
and give us plain papers to solve them. The night before I wrote
a letter praying to God, “Oh god! please help me see the board,
please be my eyes.” I placed the letter on my chest and closed
my eyes. The next morning, I looked up to the board from the
front seat. I saw nothing. I couldn’t make out the shapes of the
numbers. But, then I started to pick up the numbers from the
teacher’s hand movements. I solved the exam and got the third-
highest mark in the class.

         Years passed since that exam, now I am older and married to an amazing guy. And, as I grew so did
electricity. I went from having no light to read with at night to watch movies at cinemas. Still, I did not wear those
much-needed glasses that my husband would always question me about. 
       “Are you sure you don’t need glasses,” he would ask,
       “Yes, I’m quite sure,” my response was as serious as his.
        One day my husband bought us tickets to a movie that Faten Hamama was starring in; I love binging every
movie she was in. While watching, he saw his opportunity and used it.
         He said to me, “Doesn't Faten look very nice in this scene.” 
        “Yes, she does,” I answered enthusiastically.
Faten Hamama was not in that scene…Mary Mounib, an older woman, was.
        “I’m taking you to the eye doctor right this instant,” he said triumphantly. I didn’t even get to plead my case.  
    

        I was a mischievous child. Always demanding things from the man whom I saw the world in— my father. In
my eyes, he was the greatest being to ever grace this world. One day, he came home holding the most gorgeous
piece of fabric I have ever laid eyes upon. “I’m going to make that into a stunning dress,” my older sister
flaunted; I was livid. Why did she get the fabric! I ran to my room sitting silently and waited for my father, who
was out getting lunch. Half an hour later, his voice hollered my name.   
     “Come down Ilham, the food is ready,” he beckoned, but I did not reply. He came up to my room and knocked
on the door three times. 
      “I will not come out until you get me that fabric,” I huffed.
      “Please, I'm tired,” he said, “after lunch, I promise.” 
      “But then what will I wear? I have no clothes,” I declared. I opened my closet and threw all my clothes out
the window. My father came in to find nothing in my closet. Still, I refused to eat until he got me that fabric
though it was the last piece the store had. I demanded we go to other stores. Finally, four stores after we found
one just like it, I smiled.



K A R M A ' S  W O R D S :  
These were stories I grew up hearing. The stories of
my beloved Teta. The one who miraculously raised 12
children. She is an outstanding individual. A caring
mother. A beloved daughter. A genius student. But
most importantly to me, she is my Teta. The light of
our family gatherings. The sun to our planetary lives.
She is the center of all things wonderful. She is our
family’s soul. And without a doubt, she has a way
with the kitchen that to this day- she cooks the most
delicious meals I have ever eaten. So, to the person
who picked my name, I love you. 

This is a letter she sent to my grandpa. This is my Teta. . 

Faten Hamama Mary    Mounib



 ” B e e p  b e e p  b e e p ! ”  I  h e a r  t h e  a l a r m  b l a r i n g  t h r o u g h  m y  e a r .  I  g e t  u p
g r o g g i l y  t o  c h e c k  t h e  t i m e .  “ 6 : 3 0 , ”  s a i d  t h e  b i g  r e d  n u m b e r s .  I  h e a d  t o  t h e
b a t h r o o m  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  d a y .  T h e  c r i s p  m i n t - f l a v o r e d  t o o t h p a s t e  t i c k l e s
m y  t o n g u e  a s  I  b r u s h  m y  t e e t h  a n d  o n c e  I  f i n i s h ,  I  s p i t  t h e  h o t  w a t e r  i n t o
t h e  s i n k .  A f t e r  w a s h i n g  m y  f a c e  r e m o v e  t h e  h a i r  r o l l e r s  I  p l a c e d  o v e r n i g h t .
I  p u t  o n  a  b i t  o f  b l a c k  m a s c a r a ,  b l u s h ,  a n d  w e a r  m y  w o r k  u n i f o r m ,  a n  i v o r y
d r e s s  s h i r t ,  a  n a v y  b l u e  s k i r t  w i t h  a  t i e .  L a s t l y ,  I  p u t  o n  b l a c k  h i g h  h e e l s
t o  f i n i s h  m y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  l o o k .  I  r e m e m b e r  n o t  t o  f o r g e t  m y  b r o n z e  f l o r a l
p u r s e ,  m y  h o u s e -  a n d  c a r  k e y s  b e f o r e  l e a v i n g  m y  a p a r t m e n t .

 O n  m y  w a y  t o  w o r k ,  I  r e c a l l  t h e  t a s k s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  c o m p l e t e d .  “ O r g a n i z e
t h o s e  f i l e s ,  a n d  s u b m i t  t h e m  t o d a y . ” ,  “ P r e p a r e  a n d  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t
5 : 3 0  p m . ”  a n d  s o  o n .  U p o n  e x i t i n g  m y  c a r ,  I  s e e  m y  c o w o r k e r .  “ H e y ,  A b b y ! ”
I  w a v e  a n d  g r e e t  h e r  w i t h  a  w a r m  s m i l e .  “ H a y y !  H i  s t a f f ! ”  s h e  r e s p o n d s .  A s
w e  h e a d  t o  o u r  o f f i c e s ,  w e  h a v e  a  f e w  s h o r t  c o n v e r s a t i o n s .  O n c e  I  a r r i v e ,  I
s t a r t  w o r k i n g  i m m e d i a t e l y .  

 I  o r g a n i z e  s o m e  f i l e s  a n d  f i n i s h  s o m e  i n c o m p l e t e  o n e s .  W h e n  I  c h e c k e d  t h e
t i m e ,  I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  t o  s e e  i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  4 : 4 7 .  I  d e c i d e d  t o  t o u c h  u p  t h e
p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g .  A t  5 : 1 5  I  h e a d  i n t o  t h e
m e e t i n g  r o o m  a n d  a r r a n g e  t h e  p a p e r s  a n d  c o m p u t e r s .  A t  5 : 2 0  o u r  c l i e n t s
a r r i v e  a n d  w e  a l l  s i t  a w a i t i n g  5 : 3 0  t o  s t a r t  d i s c u s s i n g  b u s i n e s s .  A f t e r  a b o u t
2  h o u r s ,  w e  f i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  a n d  I  h a v e  o n l y  3 4  m i n u t e s  u n t i l  I
c a n  c h e c k  o u t  f o r  t h e  d a y .  I  s p e n d  i t  d o i n g  a  b i t  o f  w o r k  f o r  t o m o r r o w  a n d
b e f o r e  I  k n o w  i t ,  i t ' s  8 : 0 0 .  A f t e r  I  i n s e r t e d  t h e  s l i p  i n t o  t h e  m a c h i n e ,  I
w a v e d  m y  c o w o r k e r s  g o o d b y e  f o r  t h e  d a y .

 A f t e r  w o r k ,  a s  a l w a y s ,  I  g o  t o  V e r t e  C a f e ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e a u t i f u l  g r e e n e r y .
J u l i u s ,  t h e  b a r i s t a  t h a t  w o r k s  f r o m  7 : 0 0  t o  1 2 : 0 0 ,  i s  t h e r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  m e .
“ H e y ,  w e l c o m e  b a c k  S t e f a n y !  Y o u r  r e g u l a r  I  a s s u m e ? ”  s h e  a s k s .  “ Y e s  t h a n k
y o u ,  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  l o v e l y , ”  I  r e s p o n d e d .  S e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  s e a t  I  u s u a l l y  s i t
i n  i s  e m p t y ,  I  w a l k  o v e r  t o  i t  a n d  c l a i m  i t .  L o o k i n g  u p ,  I  a d m i r e  t h e  v i e w
f r o m  t h e  w i n d o w .  B e a u t i f u l  s t a r s ,  g l i m m e r i n g  i n  t h e  s k y ,  l i g h t i n g  i t  u p
a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  b r e a t h t a k i n g  s i g h t  o f  t h e  p a l e  m o o n .  

B R E A K I N G  R O U T I N E
B Y  R A Z A N  A L G A R N I  8 B - G S



 M y  t h o u g h t s  w e r e  i n t e r r u p t e d  w h e n  a
h a n d  p l a c e d  a  c u p  o f  c o f f e e  i n  f r o n t
o f  m e .  “ T h a n k  y o u ,  I  b e t  i t ' l l  t a s t e
p e r f e c t  a s  a l w a y s . ”  “ Y o u  b e t ’ c h a ! ”
J u l i u s  r e p l i e s  w i t h  a  w i d e  g r i n .  W e
h a d  m a n y  c o n v e r s a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e
o c c a s i o n a l  c u s t o m e r  c o m i n g  i n  c u t t i n g
u s  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e .  B e f o r e  l o n g  I
f i n i s h e d  m y  c o f f e e  a n d  h e a d e d  o u t
w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  “ s e e  y o u  n e x t  t i m e ! ” .  I
w o u l d  d r i v e  h o m e ,  f o l l o w  m y  n i g h t l y
r o u t i n e ,  a n d  s l e e p  a w a i t i n g  a n o t h e r
d a y  o f  r e p e t i t i o n .

 T h i s  a l l  w o u l d  c h a n g e  t h o u g h .  I  w a k e
u p ,  p r e p a r e  f o r  m y  d a y ,  a n d  w e a r  m y
u n i f o r m .  I  c o l l e c t  m y  t h i n g s  a n d  d r i v e
t o  m y  j o b .  I  w o r k  m y  h o u r s ,  f r o m  3 - 8 .
N e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  m y  d a y  I  e n t e r  V e r t e
C a f e  a n d  o r d e r e d  h o w e v e r  a s  I  p a i d ,
“ B O O M -  H A N D S  I N  T H E  A I R ! ”  I
b e c a m e  d e a t h l y  a f r a i d ,  I  d i d n ’ t  d a r e
t o  l o o k  b a c k .  S o m e o n e  w a l k s  f r o m
b e h i n d  m e  a n d  p l a c e s  s o m e t h i n g
a g a i n s t  m y  b a c k .  I  s w e a t  a n d  s h a k e
n e r v o u s l y .  I t  f e e l s  a s  t h o u g h  a l l
o x y g e n  f r o m  m y  l u n g s  h a s  b e e n  s t o l e n .
N o t h i n g  g o e s  t h r o u g h  m y  m i n d  e x c e p t
“ o h n o  o h n o  i m -  i m - ”  w h e n  I  s u d d e n l y
h e a r  s i r e n s  a n d  s e e  a  f l a s h  o f
b l i n d i n g ,  y e t  c o m f o r t i n g  r e d  a n d  b l u e .
A  w e e k  l a t e r ,  o n  t h e  n e w s ,  a  p u b l i c
a n n o u n c e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  o f  a n
a t t e m p t e d  a r m e d  r o b b e r y  a n d  h o w  t h e
c u l p r i t  h a s  b e e n  c a u g h t .

 T h a t  d a y  b r o k e  m y  b l a n d  r o u t i n e .  I
w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o  m u c h  m o r e  i n  l i f e .  I
c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  i m a g i n e d  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s
I  n e v e r  g o t  t o  d o  i f  t h e  p o l i c e  h a d n ’ t
s h o w n  u p .  A b b y  a n d  I  c a l l e d  i n  s i c k
f o r  w o r k  a n d  h a d  a  t r i p  t o  t h e  b e a c h  2
h o u r s  a w a y  f r o m  o u r  c i t y .  I  h u n g  o u t
w i t h  J u l i u s  b e f o r e  h i s  w o r k  h o u r s  o n
m y  v a c a t i o n  d a y s .  I  s t o p p e d  h a v i n g  a
b l a n d  d a y  t o  d a y  r o u t i n e  a n d  s t a r t e d
d o i n g  w h a t  I  h a d  a l w a y s  w a n t e d .  L i f e
i s  t o o  s h o r t  n o t  t o  d o  w h a t ' s  o n  y o u r
m i n d .

DO
SOMETHING

TODAY THAT
YOUR

FUTURE SELF
WILL THANK

YOU FOR.
Our actions and decisions today will shap
e the way we will be living in the future.



B Y   A S E E L  B A F A G I H  1 2 B - G S

M Y  M O T H E R
B Y  H A I F A  O M A R  9 A - G S

Y O U  W H O  F E D  M E  F R O M  Y O U R
G E N T L E  B R E A S T
A N D  H U S H E D  M E  I N  Y O U R  A R M S  T O
R E S T
Y O U  W H O  R A N  T O  M E  W H E N  I  F E L L
A N D  W O U L D  S O M E  P R E T T Y  S T O R Y
T E L L
O R  K I S S  T H E  B R U I S E  T O  M A K E  I T
W E L L
Y O U  W H O  W A T C H E D  M Y  B O I L I N G
H E A D  
W H E N  I  W A S  S L E E P I N G  I N  M Y
C R A D L E  B E D
Y O U  H E L P E D  R E A D  M Y  A B C S  
A N D  R E A D  M Y  F A V O R I T E  B O O K S  T O
M E
W H E N  I  C R I E D  Y O U  W I P E D  M Y  T E A R S
A N D  K N E W  A L L  M Y  F E A R S
Y O U  A R E  T H E  O N E  W H O  H E A R D  M Y
F I R S T  T A L K  
A N D  H E L P E D  M E  F O R  M Y  F I R S T
W A L K
Y O U  M O M ,  W H O  R E A L L Y  C A R E S

T H E  S A L T Y  T A S T E  O F  T E A R S
T H A T  F L O W  F R O M  Y O U R
E Y E S .
E A C H  T E L L S  A  S T O R Y  O F
T H E I R  O W N
A  S A D  E X P E R I E N C E  F I L L E D
W I T H  S O R R O W  A N D  G R I E F
O R  A  H A P P Y  A N E C D O T E
P A C K E D  W I T H  A M U S E M E N T
A N D  J O Y
Y O U  N E V E R  K N O W  W H I C H
O N E  I T  I S
U N T I L  T H E  E M O T I O N S  I N S I D E
O F  Y O U  B U R S T  O U T  I N  F O R M
O F  W A T E R
L E A V I N G  Y O U  W I T H  T H E
F E E L I N G  O F  A B S O L U T E
M E L A N C H O L Y
O R  T H E  O V E R W H E L M I N G
S E N S E  O F  U T T E R  E C S T A S Y  

A D D L E D  T E A R S



B Y  L A Y A L  S A A T I  1 0 B - G S

I ’ M  W R I T I N G  T H I S  P O E M ,  H E R E  
W H E R E  T H E  S U N  N E V E R  S H I N E S  

W H E R E  Y O U  D O N ’ T  K N O W
W H A T  M I G H T  H A P P E N  N E X T



I  M A Y  O N L Y  H A V E  A  M I N U T E  T O  L I V E  

O R  A  S E C O N D ,  O R  E V E N  L E S S
A N D  Y O U  N E V E R  K N O W  

I F  Y O U ’ L L  B E  A  L O S T  L O V E D  O N E
 

I T  W A S  R E A L  
I  S A W  T H E  P A I N  T H R O U G H  H E R  E Y E S

B U T  A L L  S H E  S A Y S  I S  S M I L E ,
E V E R Y T H I N G  W I L L  B E  F I N E  

 
A L L  I  C O U L D  D O  I S  L O O K  A T  T H E  S K Y ,  

A N D  P R A Y  T O  G O D
F O R  E V E R Y T H I N G  T O  B E  F I N E  



W E  K E P T  O N  H E A R I N G  S H O O T I N G S  

E V E R Y  O N C E  I N  A  W H I L E ,
A N D  A S K  O U R S E L V E S  

I S  O U R  D A D  A L I V E ?



E V E R Y T H I N G  C H A N G E D ,
O U R  L O V E D  O N E S  W E R E  M I S S I N G

T H E  S U N  N E V E R  S H O N E  A G A I N
T H E Y  B U R N T  A L L  R E F U G E E S  

W E  H A D  N O  P L A C E  T O  S T A Y  I N  
 

T H E S E  N I G H T S  W E R E  E N D L E S S  
W I T H  F E A R F U L  H E A R T S  

A N D  O R P H A N S  S C R E A M I N G  F O R  H E L P
 S T R E E T S  W E R E  E M P T Y ,

A N D  P E O P L E  W E R E  D Y I N G
 

A S  I  W R O T E  T H I S  
A  L E T T E R  H A S  B E E N  R E C E I V E D
T H E  M E S S A G E  G A V E  U S  H O P E



N O V E M B E R  T H E  S E C O N D ,  

M Y  B I R T H D A Y ,
B U T  I T  T U R N E D  T O  B E  

T H E  W O R S T  D A Y  O F  M Y  L I F E ,
T H E  D A Y  M Y  M O M  G O T  S H O T  I N  F R O N T  O F  M E

 
I T  W A S  A  C O L D  N I G H T  

I  M I S S E D  H E R  H U G  
A N D  H E R  W H I S P E R I N G  I N  M Y  E A R

“ E V E R Y T H I N G  W I L L  B E  F I N E ”
 

T H E  G O I N G  W A S  T O U G H E R
D E S P I T E  E V E R Y T H I N G ,

 W E  N E V E R  L O S T  H O P E  I N  O U R  F A T H E R
H I S  R E T U R N  I S  S T I L L  A W A I T E D




T H E  U N S P O K E N



B Y  T A L A  B A G H D A D I  1 2 A - G S

S E A S O N  O F  T H E
S T A R S

    S t a r g a z i n g  i s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  o b s e r v i n g  s t a r s .  D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r
s e a s o n ,  m a n y  s t a r s  a n d  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s  a r e  c l e a r  e n o u g h  t o  s e e  w i t h
t h e  n a k e d  e y e .  T h i s  h a p p e n s  d u e  t o  t h e  l e s s  a m o u n t  o f  h u m i d i t y  i n
t h e  a i r  a n d  t h e  a i r  b e i n g  d r y .  T h e  b e s t  w a y  o r  t i m i n g s  f o r
s t a r g a z i n g  i s  o n  a  c o l d  w i n t e r  n i g h t ,  t h a t  w a y  n o t  m u c h  w i l l  s t a n d
b e t w e e n  y o u  a n d  v i e w i n g  t h e  s t a r s .  S o m e  o f  t h e  c l e a r  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s
y o u  s h o u l d  l o o k  o u t  f o r  a r e  t h e  C a n i s  M a j o r ,  G e m i n i ,  O r i o n ,  a n d
A n d r o m e d a .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  u s e  a n  a p p  c a l l e d  S t a r  W a l k  2  t o  h e l p  m e
i d e n t i f y  t h e  s t a r s  a n d  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  m u l t i p l e  f r e e
a p p s  y o u  c a n  u s e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e m .  P r o - t i p  g o e s  t o  a  d a r k  a r e a  n e a r
t h e  b e a c h  t o  v i e w  s t a r s  m o r e  c l e a r l y  a n d  y o u  c o u l d  e v e n  t r y  t a k i n g
a  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a r s  b y  t u r n i n g  u p  t h e  b r i g h t n e s s  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e
s t a r s  b e t t e r .  



2  C U P S  O F  F L O U R
1  C U P  O F  M I L K
1  C U P  O F  V E G E T A B L E  O I L
1  C U P  O F  W H I T E  S U G A R
4  E G G S
1  T A B L E S P O O N  O F  B A K I N G  P O W D E R
1  T E A S P O O N  O F  V A N I L L A
2  T A B L E S P O O N S  O F  C O C O A  P O W D E R
1  T A B L E S P O O N  O F  N E S C A F É  ( O R  A N Y  O T H E R  K I N D  O F  C O F F E E
P O W D E R )

F I R S T ,  P R E H E A T  Y O U R  O V E N  T O  3 5 0 °
S E C O N D ,  M I X  A L L  Y O U R  D R Y  I N G R E D I E N T S .  ( F L O U R ,  V A N I L L A ,  A N D
B A K I N G  P O W D E R )
T H I R D ,  M I X  T H E  E G G S ,  O I L ,  S U G A R ,  A N D  M I L K  T O G E T H E R  I N  A
S E P A R A T E  B O W L ,
T H E N ,  S L O W L Y  P U T  I N  T H E  F L O U R ,  V A N I L L A ,  A N D  B A K I N G  P O W D E R
I N  W I T H  T H E  R E S T  O F  T H E  I N G R E D I E N T S .

T H E N ,  M I X  T H E M  T O G E T H E R  T H O R O U G H L Y .
A F T E R  T H A T ,  G E T  Y O U R  C A K E  P A N .
T H E N ,  S P R A Y  Y O U R  N O N - S T I C K  B U T T E R  S P R A Y  O N T O  Y O U R  C A K E
P A N .  ( O I L  W O R K S  T O O )
P O U R  T H E  C A K E  M I X  Y O U ’ V E  M A D E  I N T O  T H E  C A K E  P A N .
A F T E R W A R D ,  P L A C E  Y O U R  C A K E  I N T O  T H E  O V E N  F O R  A B O U T  4 5
M I N U T E S .
F I N A L L Y ,  T A K E  Y O U R  C A K E  O U T  O F  T H E  O V E N  A N D  E N J O Y !

C O F F E E  C A K E  I S  R E A L L Y  S I M P L E ,  Y E T  A  D E L I C I O U S  C A K E  T O  M A K E .  I T
O N L Y  T A K E S  A  F E W  I N G R E D I E N T S  A N D  S T E P S  T O  M A K E .

T H E  I N G R E D I E N T S  Y O U  W I L L  B E  N E E D I N G  A R E :

T H E  P R E P A R A T I O N  I S  R E A L L Y  S I M P L E ,  I T  G O E S  I N  T H I S  O R D E R :

N E X T ,  A D D  T H E  C O C O A  P O W D E R  A N D  N E S C A F É  T O  T H E  R E S T  O F  Y O U R
M I X .  

N O T E  T H A T :  
Y O U  S H O U L D  A L W A Y S  C H E C K  T O  M A K E  S U R E  Y O U R  C A K E  I S
P E R F E C T L Y  B A K E D  B Y  P U T T I N G  A  S T I C K  T H R O U G H  T O  M A K E  S U R E  I T
I S  N O T  U N D E R  C O O K E D .  A N D  D O N ’ T  F O R G E T  T O  H A V E  A N  A D U L T
P R E S E N T  B Y  Y O U R  S I D E .  B O N  A P P É T I T !

B Y  D A N A  D A O U D  7 B - G S

C O F F E E  C A K E  R E C I P E
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Creativity is intelligence having fun.

A L B E R T   E I N S T E I N




The JIS Times Team is a group of dedicated students that commit a lot of time and effort to

producing our favorite monthly editions. 




Our Goal is to keep the art of writing and Journalism alive at our school, and we will do

everything we can to achieve this. 




Our Mission is to provide 21st-century learners with the tools they need to express themselves in

the world through Journalism.
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